Wesch feedback – quality of writing, focus on grades, and questions
Many of your comments were well written – you stayed on topic and did not make silly grammar or spelling mistakes.  A few were careless -- you blew the assignment off.  You wrote it at the last minute without thinking.  You did not revise it a day or two later.  You did not ask someone else to read it to see if it made sense to them.  You know who you are.
Several of you admitted to focusing on tests and the minimum you can do to get a grade, to kind of sleep walking through school.  School is a special place.  Your main job here is to find what you are interested in -- to find some passion.  The grades will take care of themselves.
Wesch talked a lot about questions.  Several of you said you did not answer questions or enter discussions in class because you were shy and did not want to look dumb or ill prepared in front of the other students and the professor.  One person mentioned not getting enough praise for correct answers.  Several points regarding questions come to mind:
· School is where you can and should make mistakes -- you have the freedom to be wrong and being wrong doesn’t cost you anything.  A wrong answer gives you a clue and an opportunity to learn something.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Many of you misunderstand the purpose of questions in class.  It is not to see if you know the answer.  The purpose of a question is to get you to think about the issue being raised.  It is not really important whether you say the answer out loud or to yourself.  It is not really important if your first thought is correct or off base.  What is important is that you think about the question, try to answer and listen actively to other people's answers.  
· Questions are learning opportunities not tests.  A wrong or confused answer is more fruitful than a correct answer because it signals a learning opportunity – something you need to follow up on.
· Few questions have a single, correct answer.  Those that do can often be answered online or by a friend or colleague.
Wesch stresses the importance of students learning to ask good questions, yet none of you chose to answer my question number 6, which asked you to formulate a new question.  Furthermore, almost no one argued with Wesch -- you are more comfortable agreeing and summarizing than challenging and extending.
